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Artist Statement 
Dwelling: Shenandoah Valley is situated at the 
junction of five different land-use areas: a 
community garden, an unmanaged field, managed 
collections of woody shrubs and trees, a managed 
restored field and marsh with native plants, and just 
beyond, conventionally farmed fields.  

The native bees and wasps nesting and foraging here 
reflect the complexity and importance of pollination 
ecology to our land-use strategies and our evolving 
relationship with and influences on the land; their 
diversity and abundance influences what grows and 
succeeds in this place. 

Here, we enter an intimate space which invites focused, 
contemplative observation. Mud-tunneling bees, twig & 
cavity nesters and wood excavators (in roof joists) 
reflect diverse nesting ecologies of solitary bees and 
wasps. The sensory cabinet presents an immersive view 
of solitaries which nest in deadwood and hollow plant 
stems: the headphones used together with a magnifier 
bring their activities, nest materials, food sources, life 
cycles, parasites, commensals and relationships into 
closer focus. The cabinet, earthen wall and the habitat 
beyond are dynamic; they will change over time in 
subtle and compelling ways. The view from here speaks 
to the relationships between pollinators, plants, insects, 
soil, birds, and animals; to weather, time & space; to the 
shifting ecologies of this place and beyond. 

Dwelling draws from the rich history of earthen 
building in world cultures and from recent innovations 
in clay and earth artistry. In the spirit of sustainable 
building, we created this habitat wall from clay-rich 
earth gathered on-site; the stone foundation repurposes 
old stone cattle walls found in these fields, and 
continues to give testimony to the lives of the 67 slaves 
who lived and laboured on these grounds in the 1800's, 
when this site was a plantation and hunting grounds. 
This work is the second in the Dwelling series of habitat 
walls for native bees.  

— Sarah Peebles, 2019 
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